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from the other tube. From thence it passed through a washer of lime-water, to make it deposit the carbonic acid gas that might adhere to it, and it was then perfectly pure and ready for the balloon. By this method they procured, at a very moderate expense, a quantity of gas sufficient to inflate a balloon 32 feet in diameter, with a capacity of 17,000 cubic feet, in the space of four hours. The practising balloon was kept constantly full, so as to be at all times ready for exercise, and when not in use it was fastened to the terrace of the lodge, in the open air. Whenever the weather was fair, the Colonel of the corps and a pupil seated themselves in the car, and the machine was allowed to rise 500 or 600 feet, arranged by cord and windlass. This primary movement became an object of great interest, from the advantages it seemed to possess. Paris, being at this time the great military focus of the world, could by these means view with Argus eyes the movements around the great metropolis. Telegraphic communication was greatly facilitated to the governmental centre by the aeronautic observers. A balloon was also constructed for this school, which, when filled with hydrogen, required the strength of twenty men to keep it to the earth. It could, after the lapse of two months, without being in the meantime replenished with gas, raise into the air two men, with necessary ballast and all the instruments of observation. Colonel Coutelle constructed balloons specially appropriated to the different divisions of the French Army, viz. the ' Entreprenant' for the army of the north, the ' Celeste ' for that of the Sambre and Meuse, the ' Hercule ' for the army of the Rhine and Moselle, and the ' Intrepide ' for the memorable army of Egypt."
The first military balloon division included a drummer-boy ! The uniform of this branch of the service consisted of a blue coat with black collar and facings and red braid. The buttons bore the word " Afrostiers." These soldier-